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one of these objects was attained by the revolu-
tionary onslaught upon the map by Napoleon
and the enthusiastic Haussmann. It was Prince
Albert, consort of Qineen Victoria, who later
summed up the impression which most onlookers
received at that time : " Louis Napoleon,5' he
declared, " wishes for peace, enjoyment, and
cheap corn."

The sky seemed in truth without a cloud ; but
beyond the horizon the storm was gathering.
The alliance of conflicting interests which formed
the props of the Empire could not last.   Even the
inmost councils of the Emperor reflected this
fatal fact.   " How can you expect my Govern-
ment to get on ? " was his plaintive query at a
later date.  " The Empress is a Legitimist.  Prince
Napoleon is a Republican.  Morny is an Orleanist.
I am a Socialist.   The only real Imperialist among
the lot of us is Persigny - and he is mad ! "   The
Emperor unfortunately had neither the subtlety
to reconcile the irreconcilable nor the courage
to stake his fortune upon one party and one alone.
For a time, however, he cracked the whip and
the ill-matched team leant its shoulders more or
less willingly to the yoke.

Life at the Court was gilded rather than bril-
liant. Ceremonial was rigidly adhered to.
Though a careful and attentive host, particularly
to women, Napoleon III never acquired the art